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What is grace? 
To truly comprehend the message of the Bible, it is crucial to understand the concept of grace. 
Just as recognizing the nature of sin is essential to understanding the world’s hardship and our 
need for a Savior, so is grasping grace’s meaning. Through understanding grace, we can fully 
appreciate the magnitude of God’s love and the gift of the forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 

Frequently, the concept of grace is simplified or misconstrued. It is often seen as merely the 
strength to do good works, evidence of God’s mercy in response to our repentance, or as a 
divine supplement to our efforts. However, these interpretations don’t capture the essence of 
Biblical grace. 

The Bible reveals grace’s true breadth and depth, showing it to be more than just a divine aid or 
a reward for our deeds. Grace, as presented in the Bible, is the foundation of our redemption and 
the cornerstone of our relationship with God. This article endeavors to lead you to understand 
grace not as an abstract idea but as the most incredible gift that shapes our connection with God 
and each other, influencing every aspect of our lives now and forever. 

What does the Bible’s narrative show us about grace? 

In the earliest pages of Genesis, grace subtly emerges even amidst the 
horrific consequences of the Fall. When Adam and Eve sinned, God 
responded not only with justice but also with grace, clothing them and 
promising a future Redeemer (Genesis 3:15, 21). This early instance of 
grace sets the stage for a recurring theme: God continually offers grace 
and hope amid human rebellion and failure. 

As history unfolds, God’s grace is evident in his dealings with the 
patriarchs. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph all experience God’s favor 

in various ways, underscoring that it is not their righteousness but God’s gracious choice that 
establishes and fulfills his promises. This theme of undeserved favor is woven throughout the 
patriarchal narratives, illustrating that grace is integral to God’s character and covenant 
relationship with his people. 

In the Exodus and the giving of the law, grace shines forth in God’s deliverance of Israel from 
Egypt. The law itself, often viewed as a set of strict regulations, is also a manifestation of grace, 
providing guidance for living in a way that fosters community and communion with God. 
Moreover, the sacrificial system established under the law points to the need for atonement—a 
need that would ultimately be met by the greatest act of grace. 

The prophetic books further expand the theme of grace. Prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
Hosea speak of God’s enduring commitment to his people despite their unfaithfulness. They 
foretell a new covenant, not based on human ability to adhere to the law but on God’s gracious 
promise to forgive and restore (Jeremiah 31:31-34). 

The climax of grace in the biblical narrative is found in the New Testament, in the person and 
work of Jesus Christ. The Gospels recount the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, highlighting 
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that through him, grace and truth have come (John 1:14,17). Jesus embodies God’s grace, bringing 
salvation not through human merit but as a gift to all who believe (Ephesians 2:8-9). His sacrificial 
death and victorious resurrection epitomize God’s grace’s fullness, offering humanity forgiveness 
and new life. 

The epistles further elaborate on the implications of grace. Paul, in particular, emphasizes that 
grace is the basis for salvation, justification, and the Christian life (Romans 3:24; 6:14). As this 
accounting has shown, grace is not just a New Testament concept; it is the thread that connects 
the Old and New Testaments, showing that God’s plan has always been to redeem and reconcile 
through grace. 

The biblical narrative concludes with the book of Revelation, where grace reaches its ultimate 
fulfillment. Here, the promise of a new heaven and a new earth, where grace and righteousness 
dwell, is the culmination of God’s redemptive plan (Revelation 21:1-4). 

Thus, the story of grace in the Bible demonstrates God’s unending love and favor, a narrative that 
spans from creation to new creation. It is a story that offers hope, not based on human 
achievement, but on God’s unwavering commitment to redeem and restore through his gracious 
action. Grace is the cornerstone of the biblical message, inviting all to experience the 
transformative power of God’s love. 

What is a biblical definition of grace? 

Grace embodies the boundless, no-strings-attached love of God for us. It is the unmerited gift of 
forgiveness, righteousness, and eternal life with God offered in Christ to sinners deserving only 
wrath and punishment. Grace arrives without conditions, demands, or expectations (Ephesians 
2:8-9), reaching us despite our unworthiness (Titus 3:5). This divine grace transcends 
understanding (Romans 5:20). It is given freely, yet at a significant cost—the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ. 

Grace isn’t a power we manipulate to earn God’s favor through our efforts. Neither is it a reward 
for following rules or maintaining impeccable behavior. Instead, it’s the favor of God, secured for 
us through Jesus’ redemptive work on the cross. Those who trust in Jesus embrace the gift of 
forgiveness and reconciliation (Ephesians 2:8). Believers realize that grace is the source of 
genuine joy and gratitude, stemming from God’s wholehearted acceptance of us. 

Recognizing that God’s grace isn’t an enabling force to boost our striving or bridge our 
shortcomings is essential. Instead, it’s a freely given gift unaffected by our merit or works. Grace 
is God’s unmerited favor lavishly poured upon us through Jesus Christ, reflecting God’s character 
and boundless love for us. 

Grace isn’t a prize for our deeds; it forms the very bedrock of our salvation. Our achievements 
have no place for boasting, as eternal life with God is a gift from him, rooted in his grace (Romans 
11:6). Combining grace with our efforts dilutes its essence and renders it ineffective (Galatians 
5:4). 

Furthermore, it’s crucial to grasp that “earning” or “working towards” grace contradicts the true 
biblical meaning. We can’t earn or deserve God’s grace through our efforts—it’s a gift freely given 
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by God. Ephesians 2:8-9 succinctly conveys this truth: “For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one 
can boast.” 

Where does grace come from? 

Grace flows from God’s eternal nature of perfect love and holiness. Although humanity rebelled 
against God in sin, he still desired intimate fellowship with us. In his great grace, God sent his 
Son, Jesus, to reconcile and restore our broken relationship with him (2 Corinthians 5:18-19). 
Grace originates in the very heart of God, who demonstrated his love by sending Christ to 
redeem us (Romans 5:8). 

How does someone get God’s grace? 

God’s grace is freely given to all. One receives the blessings of grace through faith, which is 
simply trusting in Jesus Christ as the rescuer from sin (Acts 15:11, Acts 16:31). When we trust in 
Christ’s atoning sacrifice on our behalf, God credits Christ’s righteousness to us (Philippians 3:9). 
We are justified and redeemed by God’s grace by believing the God’s promises (Romans 3:24). 

Is grace a loan, a wage, or a gift? Does grace depend on the giver 
or the receiver?   

First, consider the difference between a loan and a gift. Loans hinge on the expectation of 
repayment and are contingent on responsible use and the borrower’s ability to repay. Although 
loans present some risk to the lender, they are not considered a gift because most of the burden 
is on the recipient.  

What is the difference between a wage and a gift? A wage is what you earn. You deserve to get 
paid for doing your job. You are entitled to your wages. If an employer refused to pay deserved 
wages, it would be considered stealing. Wages are not a gift. 

True gifts do not require worthy character or repayment. True gifts are not earned, nor are they 
deserved. Otherwise, the gift would be a loan or a wage. True gifts depend solely on the giver 
and never on the worthiness of the receiver. God’s grace to you is a gift! 

What does God’s grace do? 

God’s grace saves us from sin and eternal death, bringing new spiritual life now and securing 
eternal life with God (Ephesians 2:5, Titus 3:7). It transforms rebel sinners into forgiven children of 
God. Grace comforts, sustains, and strengthens us in suffering (2 Corinthians 12:9). 

If God’s grace is freely available to everyone, why won’t everyone 
be saved? 

While God desires all to hear the good news and be saved (1 Timothy 2:4, 2 Peter 3:9), he does 
not force his grace and salvation on anyone. Grace only saves those who believe in Jesus (Acts 
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16:31, John 3:18). God’s grace is resistible - if we persist in unbelief, we cannot receive eternal life. 
Embracing God’s grace through faith is the pathway to realizing the fullness of life in Christ. 

How do I know if I have enough of God’s grace? 

We cannot earn or quantify grace. It is God’s unlimited, unconditional gift (Romans 5:20). 
Believers simply trust and rest in the sufficiency of Christ’s atoning work that fully paid their debt 
of sin and made them righteous in God’s sight. Through faith in the gospel promises, we can be 
fully assured of having what Jesus obtained for us - total forgiveness, righteousness, and 
reconciliation with God. 

If grace is freely given, won’t it be abused? 

Our sinful nature assumes grace permits immorality, but true transforming grace changes our 
hearts (Titus 2:11-12). Believers, unconditionally loved and accepted by God’s grace, desire to 
please and honor him out of love rather than legal requirement (1 John 4:19). Grace is not a 
license to sin but liberation from sin’s control.  

What is the relationship between grace and works? 

We cannot earn forgiveness, righteousness, or eternal life with God through obedience - it is 
solely an undeserved gift of God’s grace (Ephesians 2:8-9). Yet faith, genuine trust, in Jesus, 
produces fruits of faith, good works that glorify God and serve our fellow man (John 5:15). 
Believers produce these fruits not to earn favor with God but because God’s grace makes them 
new creatures who walk in the Spirit (2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 5:16). Grace transforms us into 
willing servants of righteousness. 

 

A Closer Look: Grace 

The parable of the prodigal son illustrates the boundless depths of God’s grace in action (Luke 
15:11-32). 

In this story told by Jesus, a younger son audaciously requests his inheritance and recklessly 
squanders it all. Reduced to poverty, he returns home, consumed by the weight of his errors, and 
prepares to recite a contrite confession: “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son.” 

From a distance, the father catches sight of his son. But this father, this embodiment of divine 
compassion, is far from passive. He races towards his wayward child, enfolding him in a tender 
embrace that dissolves the rehearsed lines of guilt. The father then orchestrates a magnificent 
homecoming celebration in his son’s honor that resonates with a lavish display of love and grace. 

The father’s response obliterates the son’s presumptions. Instead of exacting recompense or 
reprimand, the father lavishes gifts upon his prodigal offspring.  

• The father drapes the finest robe over his shoulders, symbolizing honor and acceptance.  
• A ring adorns his finger, a testament to his reinstated status.  
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• A feast is prepared, becoming a symphony of extravagant love, echoing throughout the 
realm of grace. 

And here lies the essence of the tale—grace unchained. The father’s love knows no 
prerequisites, no prerequisites of performance or atonement. The father’s grace pours forth 
unhindered, a boundless torrent, quenching the soul’s parched longing. 

In this parable, we glimpse God’s heart—a heart that runs, forgives, restores, and showers us with 
undeserved gifts. It is a portrayal of grace that shatters preconceptions and defies human 
understanding. 

The Father’s grace, mirrored in the prodigal story, beckons us to fathom the incomprehensible 
reach of his divine love. It’s an invitation to a table where forgiveness flows, acceptance abounds, 
and the unworthy are called and cherished as children. 

What does grace mean for you?  

The prodigal son’s journey reflects our own. We held out our arms and walked away from God, 
spurning his face. Yet, in our rebellion, God never left and never will. He runs to embrace us, 
holding us in cords of love that will never let go. He clothes us in mercy’s robe and bestows a ring 
of grace—a favor undeserved. His love sings over us, celebrating our return. We, the rebels, are 
now his children. 

The prodigal son’s narrative speaks to each of us – wandering, lost, and yearning for a way back. 
Like him, we stand before God, aware of our inadequacies and failings. Yet, the gospel’s message 
reveals that God’s grace extends to us through Jesus’ redeeming sacrifice. It’s not about our 
efforts; it’s about God’s lavish love and sacrifice. 

Grace signifies that we don’t need to strive to earn God’s love or approval. It’s not about 
balancing our actions with God’s grace; it’s about acknowledging that Jesus’ work is finished, and 
his grace is more than sufficient to cover all our sins and bring about genuine transformation. 

God’s grace doesn’t wait for us to become better before we approach him; it’s God drawing near 
to us while we’re still covered in the filth and mire of our sins (Romans 5:8). God’s initiative in 
offering the forgiveness of sins and eternal life through Jesus isn’t based on our goodness, but 
on his boundless love and compassion. 

Like the prodigal son, the gospel proclaims, “Let me dress you and welcome you into my home. 
Come feast at my table.” We need not strive endlessly or toil to earn God’s favor. We can receive 
the lavish grace of God and rest assured in the sufficiency of his love and mercy. 

Just as the father showed compassion and forgiveness to the son, God extends grace to us. 
Regardless of our inadequacies or imperfections, God’s grace is more than enough. We can 
release the burden of striving for favor and instead rejoice in the unmerited favor he generously 
bestows. 

As we wholeheartedly embrace God’s extravagant grace, we encounter the fullness of life found 
only in Jesus Christ. It’s a grace that reshapes our hearts, fills us with gratitude, and compels us to 
live for the One who loved us with such audacity. Allow his love and mercy to redefine your life 
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and find rest in the embrace of his ceaseless grace. In Jesus, you’ll discover that his grace is 
more than sufficient, that Jesus is enough. 

Bible Verses about Grace  

• Romans 3:24    
• Ephesians 2:8-9    
• Romans 5:20    
• Romans 6:23     
• Luke 2:10 
• Galatians 5:4    
• Romans 11:6 

Songs about Grace 

• Your Grace Is Enough by Matt Maher declares the sufficiency of God’s grace in all 
circumstances. 

• Grace by CityAlight emphasizes the theme of God’s grace as a beautiful and powerful 
reality in the life of believers. 

• Amazing Grace by John Newton is one of the most beloved and iconic songs about 
God’s amazing grace and its transformative power. 

 
 
 

An Even Closer Look at Grace: David and Mephibosheth and You 

Another portrayal of grace can be found in the story of David and Mephibosheth. This narrative, 
tucked within the pages of 2 Samuel 9, unveils the intricacies of grace in a way that resonates 
with the depths of God’s heart. 

Mephibosheth, the grandson of King Saul, was crippled and lived as an outcast due to the 
upheaval in the royal lineage. King David, who had ascended to the throne, could have followed 
the path of self-preservation and sought to eradicate any potential threat. But instead, David’s 
heart exuded the fragrance of grace. 

In a remarkable gesture, David inquired if Saul’s house had any surviving members. Upon 
learning of Mephibosheth’s existence, he summoned him to the palace. Imagine Mephibosheth’s 
trepidation as he faced the king, anticipating the wrath that could have awaited him. 

Yet, what unfolded was a demonstration of grace that defied all norms. David declared that 
Mephibosheth would henceforth dine as his son at the king’s table. It was an invitation to a 
position of honor, an elevation from a life of insignificance to the esteemed company of the king. 

This gesture of grace is a radiant tapestry woven with threads of mercy, kindness, and 
selflessness. David’s act resonates as a mirror reflecting the heart of God—ever ready to extend 
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grace to the most unexpected recipients. Mephibosheth, crippled and forgotten, finds himself an 
heir to the king’s favor, not through his own merit but through the generosity of a grace-filled 
heart. 

The story of David and Mephibosheth stands as an anthem to the boundlessness of grace. It tells 
us that grace reaches beyond societal norms and human expectations. It doesn’t demand 
perfection, achievement, or even societal status. Rather, grace offers restoration, acceptance, and 
a place at the King’s table. 

We find an echo of God’s heart in the dance of grace. He doesn’t merely forgive; he invites us to 
his table. He doesn’t overlook our shortcomings; instead, he lavishes the richness of his love 
upon us. Just as Mephibosheth experienced a transformation from obscurity to honor, so too 
does every soul that encounters the uncontainable grace of God. 

The story of David and Mephibosheth is but brushstrokes on the canvas of God’s immense grace. 
They remind us that grace is not earned or deserved—it’s a gift freely given, an embrace 
extended to the undeserving. As we contemplate these narratives, we’re beckoned into the heart 
of God, where grace flows ceaselessly, where the broken are restored, and where the unmerited 
is embraced. Grace—undeniable, unbounded, unearned—forever painting the masterpiece of 
redemption. 

Grace resounds in the story of Mephibosheth, as the forgotten and marginalized are ushered into 
the presence of the King, not as outsiders, but as cherished heirs. Similarly, God extends his 
invitation to you—an invitation to his table, an invitation to fellowship with the Creator of the 
universe, an invitation to embrace your identity as a beloved child of God. 

Grace reveals that your achievements, status, or past don’t determine your worth. It’s rooted in 
the boundless love of a Savior who paid the ultimate price for your redemption. Grace means you 
can lay down the burden of trying to earn your place, for the King of kings has already declared 
you worthy through his sacrifice. 

Grace declares that your inadequacies and weaknesses are not obstacles but opportunities for 
God’s power to be displayed in your life. Just as Mephibosheth’s brokenness didn’t hinder his 
place at the king’s table, your vulnerabilities become vessels through which God’s grace shines 
brilliantly. 

What does grace mean for you? It’s an embrace that beckons you to let go of shame and guilt, a 
melody that sings of freedom from striving, a refuge that provides solace amid life’s storms. It’s an 
invitation to step into a reality where your past is washed away, your present is filled with 
purpose, and your future is secure in the hands of a loving Father. 

As you stand on the threshold of grace, remember Mephibosheth’s restoration. Embrace the 
uncontainable grace that flows ceaselessly from the heart of God, ready to transform your story 
into a testament of redemption. Your journey is an expedition into the depths of grace—a grace 
that is sufficient, extravagant, and always enough. 


